
TO THE 

Royal Society. 

T mil not become me, to aide any 
Jttrtbutes to a Title^'which has a 
Ftilnefs of Lufire from foMa- 
jefties denomination. 
In thefe %ude CoIleBions^n^hich 
are pnely the Gleanings of my private diverfeons 
in broken hours ■_, it may appear , that tnany 
Minds and Hands are in many, places indujlri^ 
oujlyen'iployed^. under Your Countenance and by 
"^ our Example , inthepurfuit of thoje Excellent 
Ends , yphich belong to %ur Heroic al Vnder- 
takings. 

Some of thefe are but t.he Intimation s of large 
Compilements, Jndfome Eminent Members of 
Your Society y have obliged the Learned JVorld 
V)ith* Incomparable Volames ^ ivhich are not 
herein tn'entiond , becaufe they Vpere finifl)t , and 
in great Reputation abroad ^ before I entred upon 
this Tasl^e, And no fmall ^hCumber are at 
prefent engaged for thofe mighty Trodvllions^ 

ivhich 



Eplftle Dedicaeory. 

ivhich require both Time and Afftjlance.^ for 
their due Maturity . So that no man can from 
thefe Glimpfes of Light ta\e any juji Meafure 
of four performances , or of Your Trofecuti^ 
om ■ hut every man may perhaps receive fome be^^ 
7} eft from thefe Tarcels,, which Igueffed to be 
fomewhat' conformable to Your Deftgn. 

This is my Solicitude , That, as I ought not to 
be unfaithful to thofe Counfels you have com^ 
mitted to my Truf , fo afothat I may not dltoge^ 
ther ivafle any minutes of the ieafure you afford 
me. And thusha^e I made the bejl ufe of fome of 
them, that I could devije • Tofpre-ad abroad En^ 
couragements , Inquiries , T>ire&ions , and Tat- 
terns ^ that may. animate , and draw on Uhivei:- 
fal i\isifl:ances. 

^fhe Great GoA prdf per You in the Vs(ohle 
Engagement of T>ifperfmg the true Lufire of his 
Glorious IVor}^ , and the Happy Inventions of 
obliging.Men all over the World , to the Cjeneral 
benefit of (tS\dan^n.d : So wijhes with real 




.Your humble and obedient Servant 
HENRY OLDENBVKG. 



